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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 7/26/01 have 
been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 

Drawings 

2. The drawings received on 7/26/01 are acceptable by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 17, 18, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Smith et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,630,103). 

Regarding claim 1, Smith discloses a publication delivery system comprising 
a printing mechanism for printing a publication (column 5, lines 24-46), and a response system 
that monitors activity around a physical location of the publication delivery system (column 8, 
line 66-column 9, line 1 1), where timing and number of printed publications printed by the 
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printing mechanism is based on the activity detected by the response system (column 5, lines 24- 
65, and column 7, line 14-column 9, line 1 1). 

Regarding claim 2, Smith discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the system is a kiosk (viewing computer 48) and the publication is a newspaper 
(column 3, lines 13-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Smith discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of network access, the print delivery system using the network access to update content 
of the publication (column 5, line 24-column 7, line 40). 

Regarding claim 7, Smith discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of a storage area for storing printed publications (column 7, lines 58-67), and a time 
stamp reader for reading a time stamp on a most recently printed publication stored in the storage 
area (column 6, line 1 1 -column 8, line 26), wherein the print delivery system uses the time stamp 
to determine freshness of the most recently printed publication stored in the storage area (column 
7, line 52-column 8, line 26). 

Regarding claim 9, Smith discloses a method for distributing a publication by an 
automated kiosk (subscriber substation 45), comprising the following steps, in response to a 
customer ordering a publication, performing the following substeps by the kiosk, checking a time 
stamp on a most recently printed publication stored in a storage area (column 6, lines 48-67, and 
column 7, line 47-column 8, line 26), determining whether a fresher version of the printed 
publication is electronically available (column 7, line 47-column 8, line 26), when in the 
determining substep it is determined that a fresher version of the printed publication is not 
electronically available, delivering to the customer the most recently printed publication stored in 
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the storage area (column 5, lines 1 1-65, and column 7, line 52-column 8, line 65, see Figs. 6A 
and 6B), and when in the determining substep it is determined that a fresher version of the 
printed publication is electronically available and the customer indicates a willingness to wait for 
printing, obtaining the fresher version of the printed publication, and printing out the fresher 
version of the publication for delivery to the customer (column 5, lines 1 1-65, and column 7, line 
52-column 8, line 65, see Figs. 6A and 6B). 

Regarding claim 10, Smith discloses the method discussed above in claim 9, and further 
teaches that the determining substep comprises contacting, by the kiosk, an electronic publisher 
of the publication, wherein the electronic publisher performs the following substeps, comparing a 
checksum for a most recently generated version of the publication with a checksum for the most 
recently printed publication stored in the storage area (column 6, lines 1 1 -column 8, line 26), and 
indicating to the kiosk the results of the comparison (column 7, line 52-column 8, line 26). 

Regarding claim 12, Smith discloses a method for distributing a publication by an 
automated publication delivery system comprising monitoring activity around a physical location 
of the automated publication delivery system (column 8, line 66-column 9, line 1 1), and in 
response to detection of an increased activity level around the physical location of the automated 
publication delivery system, printing additional copies of the publication for distribution (column 
5, lines 24-65, and column 7, line 14-column 9, line 1 1). 

Regarding claim 13, Smith discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches that the system is a kiosk (viewing computer 48) and the publication is a newspaper 
(column 3, lines 13-67). 
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Regarding claim 17, Smith discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches that in response to a customer requesting the publication, performing the following 
substeps, checking a time stamp on a most recently printed publication stored in a storage area 
(column 6, line 1 1 -column 8, line 26), determining whether a fresher version of the printed 
publication is electronically available (column 7, line 52-column 8, line 26), when the checking 
substep determines that a fresher version of the printed publication is not electronically available, 
delivering to the customer the most recently printed publication stored in the storage area 
(column 5, lines 1 1-65, and column 7, line 52-column 8, line 65, see Figs. 6A and 6B), and when 
in the determining substep it is determined that a fresher version of the printed publication is 
electronically available, obtaining the fresher version of the printed publication, and printing out 
the fresher version of the publication for delivery to the customer (column 5, lines 1 1-65, and 
column 7, line 52-column 8, line 65, see Figs. 6A and 6B). 

Regarding claim 18, Smith discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches that the determining substep comprises contacting, by the automated publication delivery 
system, an electronic publisher of the publication, wherein the electronic publisher performs the 
following substeps, comparing a checksum for a most recently generated version of the 
publication with a checksum for the most recently printed publication stored in the storage area 
(column 6, lines 1 1 -column 8, line 26), and indicating to the automated publication delivery 
system the results of the comparison (column 7, line 52-column 8, line 26). 

Regarding claim 20, Smith discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches of using network access by the automated print delivery system to update content of the 
publication (column 5, line 24-column 7, line 40). 
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Regarding claim 21 , Smith discloses a publication delivery system comprising a printing 
mechanism for printing a publication (column 5, lines 24-46), a response system that monitors 
activity around a physical location of the publication delivery system (column 8, line 66-column 
9, line 11), where timing and number of printed publications printed by the printing mechanism 
is based on the activity detected by the response system (column 5, lines 24-65, and column 7, 
line 14-column 9, line 1 1), a storage are for storing printed publications (column 7, line 52- 
column 8, line 11), and a time stamp reader for reading a time stamp on a most recently printed 
publication stored in the storage area, wherein the print delivery system uses the time stamp to 
determine freshness of the most recently printed publication stored in the storage area (column 6, 
lines 48-67, and column 7, line 47-column 8, line 26), wherein in response to a customer 
requesting the publication, the time stamp reader checks a time stamp on a most recently printed 
publication stored in a storage area (column 6, lines 48-67, and column 7, line 47-column 8, line 
26) to determine whether a fresher version of the printed publication is electronically available 
(column 7, line 47-column 8, line 26), and when a fresher version of the printed publication is 
electronically available, obtains the fresher version of the printed publication, and prints the 
fresher version out on the printing mechanism for delivery to the customer (column 5, lines 11- 
65, and column 7, line 52-column 8, line 65, see Figs. 6A and 6B). 

Regarding claim 22, Smith discloses the system discussed above in claim 21, and further 
teaches that the customer is given an option to wait for printing out of the fresher version of the 
publication or to immediately receive an already printed copy of the publication (column 5, lines 
1 1-65, and column 7, line 52-column 9, line 11). 
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5. Claims 1, 3-7, 12, 14-16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Dietz (U.S. Patent Number 6,591,068). 

Regarding claim 7, Dietz discloses a publication delivery system comprising a printing 
mechanism for printing a publication (column 7, lines 18-41), and a response system that 
monitors activity around a physical location of the publication delivery system (column 6, line 
34-column 7, line 41), wherein timing and number of printed publications printed by the printing 
mechanism is based on the activity detected by the response system (column 6, line 34-column 7, 
line 41). 

Regarding claim 3, Dietz discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the response system includes a microphone that is used to monitor noise level 
(column 2, lines 30-56, and column 5, line 55-column 4, line 21). 

Regarding claim 4, Dietz discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the response system includes an optical sensor to detect movement near the 
publication delivery system (column 5, lines 27-67). 

Regarding claim 5, Dietz discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the response system includes a motion detector used to detect movement near the 
publication delivery system (column 5, lines 27-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Dietz discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of network access, the print delivery system using the network access to update content 
of the publication (column 5, line 55-column 6, line 21, and column 7, lines 1 1-58). 

Regarding claim 7, Dietz discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of a storage area for storing printed publications (column 7, lines 11-41), and a time 
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stamp reader for reading a time stamp on a most recently printed publication stored in the storage 
area (column 5, lines 45-54, and column 7, lines 18-58), wherein the print delivery system uses 
the time stamp to determine freshness of the most recently printed publication stored in the 
storage area (column 7, lines 42-45). 

Regarding claim 12, Dietz discloses a method for distributing a publication by an 
automated publication delivery system comprising monitoring activity around a physical location 
of the automated publication delivery system (column 6, line 34-column 7, line 41), and in 
response to detection of an increased activity level around the physical location of the automated 
publication delivery system, printing additional copies of the publication for distribution (column 
6, line 34-column 7, line 41). 

Regarding claim 14, Dietz discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the monitoring is performed using a microphone to monitor noise level (column 2, 
lines 30-56, and column 5, line 55-column 4, line 21). 

Regarding claim 15, Dietz discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches that the monitoring step is performed using an optical sensor to detect movement near 
the automated publication delivery system (column 5, lines 27-67). 

Regarding claim 16, Dietz discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches that the monitoring step is performed using a motion detector used to detect movement 
near the automated publication delivery system (column 5, lines 27-67). 

Regarding claim 20, Dietz discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and further 
teaches of using network access by the automated print delivery system to update content of the 
publication (column 5, line 55-column 6, line 21, and column 7, lines 11-58). 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 6,894 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 8, 11, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smith et al (U.S. Patent number 5,630,103) in view of Aisenberg et al (U.S. Patent Number 
6,209,090). 

Regarding claims 8, 11, and 19, Smith discloses the system and methods discussed above 
in claims 7, 1 1, and 12, but fails to expressly disclose if the time stamp is a bar code and the time 
stamp reader is a bar code reader. 

Aisenberg discloses a system that includes a time stamp reader for reading a time stamp 
on a most recently printed publication stored in a storage area (see Fig. 6, column 10, line 51- 
column 11, line 55), wherein the system uses the time stamp to determine freshness of the most 
recently printed publication stored in the storage area (see Fig. 6, and column 11, lines 2-55). 
Further, Aisenberg teaches that the time stamp is a bar code and the time stamp reader is a bar 
code reader (column 8, line 56-column 9, line 43). 

Smith & Aisenberg are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, 
being systems that provide time stamps on printed media. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the bar code and bar code 
reader taught by Aisenberg in the system of Smith. The suggestion/motivation for doing so 
would have been that Smith's system would become more efficient, as the system would 
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accurately provide time stamp data in a way that has a reduced number of moving parts and 
reduced power consumption, as recognized by Aisenberg in column 8, line 63-column 9, line 11. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Aisenberg with the system of 
Smith to obtain the invention as specified in claims 8, 1 1, and 19. 



Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Ishizaki et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,884,140) discloses a system that transmits 
broadcast information to remote terminals; and 

Diaz et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,689,648) discloses a system that delivers newspapers 
over a cable television network. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2622 




